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AN 


ORDINATION-SERMON. 


——THE MINISTRY OF RECONCILIATION: 


ON before the foundations of the earth were 
laid, when there was no other being in the univerſe, 
dut God himſelf; he deviſed a plan of redemption for the 
diſplay of his glorious character. And as he had none 
to counſel and none to oppoſe him ; and as the plan 


was the reſult of boundleſs wiſdom and benevolence ; | 


we may ſafely conchide that it was at fir/t perfectly 


pleaſing to the Divine mind, and that it has fnce need- 


ed no alteration or amendment. 


Tux plan, in all its parts, being perfectly adjuſted 


and invariably eſtabliſhed in the purpofe of God, the 
execution began with the commencement of time and 
the work of creation. This earth was formed and fur- 
niſhed as a theatre of action and probationary ſtate for 
the ſubjects of redeeming grace. | 
As ſoon as the work of creation was performed, the 
wheels of Providence began to move ; and have ever 
ſince been moving according to the original deſign ; 
and will thus continue to move *cili. time ſhall be no 
more, and the ſtupendous plan ſhall be completed. 


6400 
Very ſoon after the apoſtacy of Adam, the deſign 


of redemption was intimated ; and the light ſhone. 
brighter and brighter through the ſucceſſive periods of 
time, *rill the GREAT REDEEMER made his appearance 


in the likeneſs of man./- Before and after the flood, 
down to the coming of the Meſſiah, Embaſſadors were 
commiſſioned from on high, to reclaim a wandering 
world and bring them back ta God. And aſter the 
coming of Chriſt, Embaſſadors were multiplied and ſent 


forth in his name; and many ſubje&s of redemption - 


were perſuaded to accept the terms of peace. 
Tas Apaſtle Paul, was not one of the firſt who went 


forth in the name, of Chriſt ; but being à choſen. veſſel, 


he was called and authorized in due time. And great 
was his*fidelity, abundant his labors and glorious his 


ſucceſs His uſefulneſs was not confined to the age 


- 
* 


in which he lived; but what he committed to writing, 
has been eminently ſerviceable to the church in ſuc- 


ceeding generations down to the preſent day; and pro- 


bably will be ſo in future generations to the end of the 


world. 3 2 46 
. Taz writings of this apoſtle are particularly ſervice- 


able with reſpect to illuſtrating the work of an Embaſ- 


ſador for Chriſt. The nature and deſign of the. goſpel 


miniſtry are plainly ſuggeſted in the words of the text. 


The miniſtry of reconciliation. The natural implication ot 


theſe terms ſhall be briefly illuſtrated, and then the way 
will be open for an inſtructive improvement. { 

. THE MINISTRY OF RECONCILIATION evidently ſug- 
geſts the 1dea of two parties at variance. Where there 


is no war, contention or diſcord, there is no room far re- 


conciliation. - And to inſtitute a miniſtry of reconci- 
liation in a kingdom, while there are no contend- 


ing parties, would be needleſs and abſurd. If then 
there be ſtrict propriety in the apoſtle's uſe of the terms, 


they imply the exiſtence of a war between Gop and 
man. For the miniſtry is of God's inſtitution and men 


\ 
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as } 
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3-3 
are the ſubje&s to whom the Embaſfadors are ſent 
And to fu; 9 — that God would inſtitute ſuch a miniſ- 
try, if men were not really his enemtſes,*yould be a bigh 
reflexion upon his character. = 
Bv' the humiliating idea ſuggeſted by the apoſtle i; is 
abundantly confirmed by almoſt every page in the Bi- 
ble. We can ſcarcely look into the facred writings . 
without finding hiſtorical evidence, or expreſs, or im- 
plied declarations that mankind are ſinners, or rebels to 
Divine government. And we may have both mental 
and occular demonſtration of the ſame thing by an im- 
partial ſurvey of our own hearts, and the rondu#F of o- 
chers with whom we are acquainted. 

Tus conteſt between God and man is, with reſpett 
ba Eager who ſhall be the greateſt, or who the fu. 
object of regard. - The GREAT JEHOVAH, con- 
Reious N his own perfection, his importance, and 
his right to univerſal dominion, ſays, I am God and 
there is none elſe.” Accordingly he requires, man- 
Kind to love him with all the heart, in all things to 
ſubmit” to his will, and aim at his glory. But ſuch is 
the pride of man, that he inyades-the Tights of God, and 
is diſpoſed to exalr himſelf above all which 1s called 
God: He refuſes ſubjection to his government; loves 
himſelf ſupremely; ſets up a private intereſt, in 'oppoli- 

tion to the authority of Jehovah and the good of his 
kingdom; and in heart and in practice aſſurnes nearly, 
the ſame tile with God himſelf, I am, and there is none 
| 3 me | 

Tusk are the parties to which our text refers; and 
ſuch is the nature of the controverſy. And as man- 
kind have become enemies to God, they have become 
obnoxious to his wrath ; liable to ſuffer the penalty of 6 
che law —1bhe Vengeance of eternal fre. 


. Is = EIS Ti, * Ifaiah xlvii. 10. 
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Tut MINISTAY OF RECONCILIAZION, alſo implies - 
that one of the contending parties is diſpoſed, for, peace 
that he has ſome way eviſed in his own mind, in 
which he is willing reconciliation ſhould take plaee— 
that he is inclined to make propoſals to the oppo- 
ſite party; and that he bath authorized Embaſſadors to 
treat with them. All this would be naturally expected, 
ſhould an earthly ſovereign inſtjtute a miniſtry of re- 
conciliation with reference to a party of revolted ſub- 
jets. And all this is true with reſpect to the caſe be- 
fore us. God is diſpoſed for peace—he has deviſed z 
method in which reconciliation may take place conſiſt- 
ently with his own honour ; the general of his 
kingdom; and the benefit of every rebel who will 
comply ; and, he is diſpoſed to communicate this intel- 
ligence to, the guilty ſons of men; and for this purpoſe. 
he authorizes Embaſſadors to publiſh the glad tidings 
of peace. ee vt I INES + 

To open, a way, for honorable and conſiſtent propo+ 
ſals of peace, he has given his own Son a ſacrifice for 
the ſins of the world. For God ſa loved the world that 
be gave bis only begotten Son, that whoſcever believeth in 
bim ſhould not periſh but have everlaſting life.” This is 
a faithful ſaying and worthy of, all acceptation. ' And 
by this ſacrifice an all- ſufficient atonement is made; 
the authority of God is eſtabliſhed ; mercy and truth 
meet together; righteouſneſs and peace embrace each 
other; while pardon and ſal vation are beſtowed on the 
guilty and ill-deſerving. — 

By the atonement, God hath both manifeſted his diſ- 
poſition for peace and opened a way in which reconcili- 
ation may conſiſtently take place ; in- which he can be, 

and appear to be, 4 juſt God and a Saviour. And up- 
on this footing he hath iſſued his proclamation : He L. 
very one that thirſieth, come ye to the waters; and be 
that hath no money, come ye, buy and eat; yea, come buy 


- 
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3 
wine and milk, without money and without price Come, 
for all things are now ready. N | 
Ax all which he requires on the ſinner's part, is, 
that he ſhould lay down the weapons of his rebellion ; | 
feel and confeſs the guilty part he has acted: acknowledge 
the excellency of the Divine character and government; 
ſubmit himſelf to God; embrace the Lord Jeſus in the 
character of Mediator; enliſt under his banner; and 
be an obedient ſubject to the righteous government of 
the Kine of Kings : All which is implied in repen- 
_ toward God and faith toward our Lord Jeſus 
Tus are the terms upon which the Mor nion pro- 
ſes full pardon and perfect reſtoration to his revolted 
| ſubjets. Upon theſe terms he propoſes, not only ex- 
emption from the penal curſes of the Divine law ; bur 
to receive ther into his family and make them ſharers 
ro all the riches, glory and felicity of his 'etertial king- 
a. x "ay, | , | | ; 
In all caſes of controverly in order to reconciliation, 
ſomething muſt be given upon one fide or the other, or 
on both. If both parties have been in the fault, ſotne. 
thing may be conceded by each. If but 6ne of the 
parties is blameable, propriety requires that all the con- 
ceſſions ſhould be made by the offender to the offendfd. 
Ix the controverſy between God and man, 75 is 
fault on one fide only. God has done no wrong.) His 
character remains unſpotted; his law was always recti- 
tude itſelf ; and perfect equity has governed all his con- 
duct towards mankind. Notwithſtanding all the in- 
ſults and provocations he has received, he has never done 
any thing unbecoming his character as Gop and Kix. 
n have done wrong have done injuriouſly 
by God, and are wholly in the fault. And as God has a 
juſt view of the nature of the controverſy, and his own. 
1mportance ; and as he is able to ſupport his own cha- 
racer ; if ever a reconciliation takes place hetween 
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tüm, and any of his enemies, he muſt acknowledge 
that His ways are equal and that their ways are uneqila 
For God is fixed in this, that be will not give bis glory 
to anotber. Hence what God has done to effect a re. 


conciliation, is not to be conſidered as an ackhowledge- 


* 


ment of blame on his own part; but as expreſſive of 
his boundleſs. condeſcenſion and grace towards ſuch as 
deſerve his eternal diſpleaſure. 

Jo perform the miniſtry of recanciliation; God hath 
ſeen fit to chooſe his Embaſſadors from among the hu- 
wan race, Thoſe whom he elects for this purpoſe, he 


- 


firſt qualifies, and then commiſſtons. From Hit they de- 


ive All their authority; and they are ſacredly bound to 
Iain, LC 
- On the, Whole, then, we come naturally to this con- 
cluſion—that it is the great de/ign of the goſpel miniſtr 
to reclaim the enemies of God from their unteaſonabl 


whole, ſee no need of a phyſician ;* thoſe who view 
their ſtate as ſafe, ſee no need of a city 'of refuge; and 
thoſe who are inſenſible of guilt, fee no grace in an of- 
fer of pardon. 6-29 ann 


150 

Bor that the ſinner ma have a juſt view of his own 
. his guilt and danger; the true character of. 

„the nature and extent of his law, and the righte 

Guſneſs of his admiaiſtrations muſt be diſplayed. 

Tux bist CHARACTER Will therefore be exhibited 
to view, as implying boundleſs perfe&tidh and excellen- 
&y ; infinite, eterdal and ifhmutable wiſdom, power, and 
Iove—The love of God will be explained as pure and 
impartial Benevolence; implying the attributes of mer- 
ey and trüth, richteoùfneſs and peace, juſtice and grace, 


compaſſion and Vengeance. 
Tür law of God will e Illuſtrated às holy, juſt 
and good: Holy, as it reſpects our duty to God: ju, as 
| It reſpects our duty to our neighbours and ourſelves; 
and good, as it reſpects the intereſt of the 6KanD com- 
MUNITY of the univeRss : and 2bis, while it requires 
mankind to love God with all the heart, ſoul, mind and 
pie: = and their neighbours as themſelves ; upon the 
dreadful penalty of endleſs deſtrution—The law will 
be explained as extending, nòt merely fo the vi/ible con- 
daft of mankind, but t6 the defires of the heart; for- 
bidding every degree of pride or ſelfiſh affection, and 
requiring that every deſite of the heart ſhould be pure 
and impartial, having the divine glory for irs ultimate 
_ By ſuch a view of the law, is the knowledge 
of ſin. 


Ax in a view of the excellency of the Divine cha- 
rater, and the equity of the law, the righteouſ- 
neſs of the Divine adminiſtrations may be ſhewn ; par- 
ticularly the juſtice of God in the deſtruction of tranſ- 
greſſors. If the law Be righteous, it may in righteouſ- 
neſs be "oY executed, | 
Wazn theſe things are me 1 diſplayed, the way 
will be open, to ſhew the ſinner his true character; and 
to make him conſciouſly feel that he is in truth an ene- 
my to God ; verily guilty of the moſt vile and unrea- 
ſonable conduct; and * of the threatened damn 
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Aion. His conſcience will juſtify God and condemn 


himſelf. And while he is plainly told that he is in the 


hands of a juſtly offended God, as clay in the hand of 


the potter, he may, ſee, that his ſtate is infinitely Aa- 


gerous as well as infinitely criminal. 1 
Nov the unſearchable riches of Divine grace in open- 
ing the way for pardon and reconciliation, may be illuf- 
trated to advantage. And the miniſter who obſerves. 
propriety in preaching, will not fail to illuſtrate the 
boundlefs grace and condeſcenſion of God, in S 
a way of ſalvation, in the moſt ſtriking manner, which 
his capacity will admit. He will clearly ſhew that it is 
merely of grace that any way is provided for the par- 
don of fin, or the ſalvation of the ſinner that the 
way which God hath opened is truly n juſt to 
himſelf and gracious to his enemies; that the proviſion 
is N and the proclamation free for perſons 
ot every ge and every diſtinction, — *þ 

Bur thoſe who negle& to give a juſt deſcription of 
the character and government of God; the guilt and 
ill deſert of the finner, never preach the goſpel with 
propriety, never illuſtrate Divine grace to advantage. 


For there is no grace in the goſpel, unleſs ſinners de- 


ſerve the penalty of the law. And in the ſame propor- 
tion as we extenuate the guilt and ill-deſert of the fin- 


ner, we depreciate the grace of the-goſpel. Preaching 
the law is therefore neceſſarily implied in preaching the 
the 


goſpel, and thoſe who neglect the former, neg 
latter. OS | 


Tux nature of, reconciliation on the part of the ſin- 
ner, is another thing which muſt be carefully explained, 
and forcibly urged. .The ſinner muſt be r told, 
to what he muſt be reconciled ; and what will be the 


natural fruits of a reconciled temper.—That he muſt 


be reconciled to the true character and government of 
God, with all the glory and all the terror z to his divine 
deſigns of ſaving and deſtroying, as ſeenieth good in his 
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1 
Ix this plate, it may be proper to obſerve another rea- 


2 8 his government, while it is only 
6 


overnment of God, 
with which the ſinner will be pleaſed ; without any 
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quently as jy care will be taken that nothing be ſaid, 
which imp 


( 12 } 


iuftice and vengeance towards others. And the juſtice, 


and vengeance of God are as eſſential to his character, as 
his mercy and grace. And in giving a deſcription of his 
moral character, we may as fafely _— the /atter as the 
former, and both, as either, 

Tus nature of reconciliation being expl ned, the ſin- 
ner will be urged to a Ve ace (> bag And 10 Em- 
baſſador who. faithfully and underſtandingl y preaches 
the goſpel, will not, {1 his mode of Aue ſinners, 
allow them to continue in impenitency, any longer than 
Fo thiskg i it is reaſonable that they aul continue to 
; oppoſe his righteous toGervment ; and deſ- 
455 the meſſages of his grace. Conſequently, it may 

fed, that he will urge repentance, without de- 
Tay. Por, or, he muſt be ſenſible that every ſinner w 
he addreſſes, has OY long enough already ; and that 
when he has ſinned long enough, it is time to repent. 
And while he conſiders the linner's obligations to. God, 
he will be ſenſible that he cannot delay pet, 
without adding ſin to in. 

GREAT care will alſo be taken; that nothing be ſaid ; 
which im lies that God is, in the leaſt degree, faulty, — 
or unreaſonable; in his demands of the ſinner. Conſe- 


that the ſinner ! is in any degree excuſa- 


ble for coptiniing impenĩtent: For there is fault in the 


caſe ſomewhere, Either God is faulty in his demands 
of the ſinner ; or the ſinner is to blame in not comply- 
ing. And juſt as much as the Auner ls Is excuſed, Fol fo 


much God i 18 blamed. 
Ix urging the duty N the faithful min- 
iſter will bring 1 into Got e motives he can pro- 


duce, both good and evil ; Fro life and death; bleſſing 


and curſing, probation and Judgment, time and eternity, 
beaven and bell. 


AnD, as finners are diſpoſed to juſtify themſelves, 
and pray te be excuſed, it becomes not only proper, bur 


/ 
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neceſſary, for a miniſter to anſwer their ſelf-juſtifying 
eas, in a rational and convincing manner. 
As they plead inability, he will ſhew that their inabi- 
 Fity and their eppofition to God, are one and the ſame 
thing ; and. that this is ſo far from being a reaſonable 
excuſe, that it is the very thing, the onLyY thing for 
which they are to blame. FF 
Ir they urge their dependence upon God, their de- 
pendence muſt be acknowledged; at the ſame time, it 
| muſt be ſhewn, that this is ſo far from leſſening, that it in- 
- creaſes their obligation to obedience ; agreeably to the 
words of the le, Work out your own falvation with 
fear and trembling : rok it is God who' worketh in you 
; Yo will and to do of bis good pleaſure. Here abſolute 
dependence is urged as a reaſon for ative obedience. 
Wen the wiſe and faithful Embaſſador ſees any a- 
larmed with a ſenſe of danger, and enquiring how t 
ſhall eſcape from the wrath which is to come, he wi 
carefully avoid ſuggeſting any thing, which will lead 
them to think, that God is, or will be pleaſed with any 
thing ſhort of true repentance. He will carefully diſ- 
tinguiſh between ſelfiſh and godly forrow—he will urge 
their increaſed obligations to give their hearts to God; | / 
the ſufficiency of Chriſt's atonement ; his readineſs to 
receive all who cordially repent ; the rectitude of God's 
purpoſe ; the propriety. of unreferved ſubmiſſion, and 
the. aggravated ruin, which awaits thoſe, who continue 
to reſiſt the noi v GHOST. 3 | 
Tro03z who have, or ſhall become reconciled, are ſtill 
to be conſidered as ſubjects of the watchman's care. And 
much is to be ſaid to them, leſt they turn aſide from the 
; holy commandment, and become enſnared by the ftra- 
4 tagems of the adverſary. They are to be comforted 
and encouraged by the great and precious promiſes of 


— — 


\ the goſpel. The paths of wiſdom are to be ſet before | 
7 them. They are to be urged by all intereſting motives ö 
* to preſs forward in the way of ſelf-denial, and quiz a] 


- ( : I4. \ J 


emſelyes like men. They. muſt alſo be warned of 
e danger of rejoining the enemies of the Lord, and. 
faithfully reproved for all their declenſions.. 
Bur as many profeſs; reconciliation, who ſti remaia 
obſtinate, the character of a true penitent muſt be ſtrictly 
deſcribed, and the clean and the unclean clearly diſtin- 
guiſhed. And, as many deluded mortals are diſpoſed- 
to place the eſſence of religion in the obſeryance of a 
few ceremomes, it 1s. needful that a- miniſter ſhould 
plainly ſhew, that to be a friend to God, is to be like 
God; to be a Chriſtian, is to be like Chriſt, in temper. 
or affection ; and that @ diſpoſition, to do good and 
communicate, is inſeparable from true religion. 
_., Tzosz who faithfully execute the miniſterial office, 
do not ſhun-to declare the whole counſel of God. For. 
all the doctrines taught in the ſacred writings. are deſign- 
ed for the benefit of mankind : They all have a ten- 
deney to promote the Pg of the miniſtry, If they 
were not important in God's view, he would not haye 
revealed them. And,if they are important in his view, 
we muſt either, acknowledge them to be important in. 
xeality, or preſume to be wiſer than our Maker. And 
the Embaſſador, who would duly execute his office, 
muſt not ſhun to deal out ALL the truths of the goſpel, 
as his hearers can bear them; keeping in view the de- 
ſign A the miniſtry, and applying every thing to that 
prpole—. x 7 8 
MR by dealing out truths as hearers can bear them, it is. 
not intended, that a miniſter ſhould preach nothing 
Which is diſpleaſing to his hearers: "His ſtudy ſhould, 
not be what will be palatable, but what will be profitable, 
If a miniſter make it his ſtudy to preach nothing that 
will be diſpleaſing to his hearers, he may be ſure that 
his mode of preaching is offenſive to God. However, a 
miniſter may, in preaching the moſt intereſting truths, 
ay an imprudent manner of timing and expreſſing, ſubvert 


we very deſign-of his miniſtry, . 


(15) 


"ha e bf ihe goſpel are more bei 
than others, to illuſtrate, with propriety and advantage. 
In treating of thoſe ſubjects which are difficult, great 
pains ſhould be taken to illiftrate them in a /criptural and 
rational manner. A miniſter ſhould not content him- 
ſelf with bare declarations that things are /o, but he 
ſhould prove his declarations and ſbe the fitneſs and 
-propriety of them; he ſhould clear his ſubjects from the 
objections which ſinners produce againſt them, and ſhew 


the conſiſtency of one doctrine with another; for truths 
will bear compariſon. | 


| Int treating of the /overeiguty of God, he ſhould clear 
it from the 1 idea of tyranny and unreaſonableneſs. While he 
declares it to be abſolute, he ſhould illuſtrate it, as per- 
fectly wiſe, impartial, juſt and gracious He ſhould not 
lead people to think, that God claims a right as a Sover- 
eign to do any thing, which is in its own nature wrong. 
Nor that. what Go "does is right, becauſe he does it; 

But that he does as he does, becauſe it is right, fitting, 

and on the whole beſt ſo to do. f 
HEN he diſourſes upon Divine pridefliination re- 
ſpecting all things, paſt, preſent and future, he will e- 
vince the conſiſtency of this, with free agency in mankind; 
by ſhewing that free agency is among the things, which 
God decreed ſhould take place chat God as really de- 
creed that men ſhould chobſe their own ways, as he 
did that they ſhould be rewarded according to their 
deeds ; or as he did any thing elſe reſpecting their pro- 
ſent or future circumſtances. 

Axpo white he holds up to view the univerſality of 
Divine providence, or a divine efficieney in the producti- 
on of all events ; he ſhould carefully illuſtrate, that this 
is ſo far from being inconſiſtent with free agency in 
men, that it is by divine efficiency that free | agency is pro- 
duced. And that it is abſolutely impoſſible, in the 
nature of things, that there ſhould be any free agency in 
ereatures independent of Divine efficiency; as impoſſible 


— 


E 

a0 that an effect ſhould take place without à cauſe. And 
here it ſnould alſo be made to appear, what a reaſonable 
and defireable thing it is, that the government and 
diſpoſal of all things ſhould be in the hands of God ; 
 Hince he is ſo able and fo willing to difpoſe all things in 

the beſt poſſible manner; what a firm foundation this 
doctrine affords, for comfort and unſhaken confidence 
in the Lord; what ſupport it muſt give to all the 
friends of God; amidft = evils and calamities which 
attend them in this preſent ſtate ; and what a powerful 


motive it implies for ſinners to become reconciled untd 
God, * 


® What is here advanced reſpecting the extent of Divine agency, will 

ly wound the feelings of ſome pious Chriſtians : For I charita- 

y ſuppoſe there are many good people who think that ſome events 
have taken place contrary to the original deſign of Jewovan, and in- 
dependent of Divine efficiency. Tnat ſuch perſons may not fail of 
 feeing and feeling the importance K the ſentiment which they oppotez 

the following things are propoſed for their ferious conſideration. 

1. Whether that by endeavouring to maintain that ſome things 
have taken 2 without Divine efficiency; they do not implicitly give 
up the foundation of all religion, both natural and revealed, by giving up 
all the ground upon which we prove the ctiſtence'of a SUrREME ZTEZAX- 
NAL 0. : LETS 1 LS \ | 

To prove the fundamental dodrine, we have recourſe to theſe dig: 
tates of reiſon; That every thing which has 4 beginning, has a cauſe— 
ont no change can take place in any being or thing, without a cauſe— 

at every cauſe which is not eternal, is itſelf the effect of ſome pri 
cauſe—that ſecondary cauſes are abſolutely dependent on a firſt cauſe 
for all their power to operate—that the firſt cauſe muſt be eternal} 
becauſe it could not begin. to exiſt, without a cauſe, and there could be 
no prior cauſe to give exiſtence to the f cauſe. Upon theſe 5, 
it is, that the inwvifble things of Gold fram the foundation of the world are 
clearly feen, being under/iooed by the things which are made, ever hit 
ETaszx4Lt Power Ant GoD48aD. And on theſe principles we ma 
infallibly prove the Divine exiſtence, from any effect we can perceive 

r external or internal : From things which are mall, az well as 
from things which are great; from the exiſtence of the ſmalleſt inſect, 
tze ſhaking of à leaf, from a thoght of the mind or deſire of the heart; 
as well hom the whole material ſyRem. 1 

But if I ſhould ſay, that one event, or one thing may take place in- 
dependent of Divine efficiency, who will venture to ſet the bounds 
where I may conſiſtently ſtop; or draw for me the line of diſtinct ion be- 
tween events which take place by Divine efficiency, and thoſe which 

ake place independent of God? If one event may take place, without 
ivine efficiency, why not two, ten, or ten thouſand ? And why may 
not all things be accounted fur in the ſame manner ? 


„ 


Is diſcourſes upon the original apoſtacy of our firſt 
Parents, and the conſeguences of it, as they reſpect their 
poſterity, care ſhould be taken that the ſubject be 
not handled in ſuch a manner, as to place Adam as a 
pillow, on which his poſterity may reſt their guilty 
heads. To avoid this, it ſhould be explained, that, not- 


withſtanding our relation to Adam as our firſt parent, 


or as a public repreſentative by Divine conſtitution ; yet 
we, his poſterity, act as freely, and conſequently are 
as criminal, in all our diſobedience, as though no ſuch 
relation ſubſiſted. And that every one muſt give ac- 
count of bimſelf unto God, and be rewarded according 
to the deeds done in the body. 

Tux neceſſity of regeneration he will ground ſolely 
upon the ſinner's oppoſition to God: And make it ap- 
pear, that were it not for his being a voluntary enemy 
to God, to holineſs, to Chriſt and the terms of ſalva- 
tion, there would be no need of his being born again, 
in order to his ſeeing the kingdom of God. 

_ TxrEarTinG theſe difficult ſubjects in ſuch a manner, 


naturally tends to convince of fin, of righteouſneſs, and 


of judgment, and to promote the great deſign of the 


He who can demonſtrate that _ 2 has been voduced 'without 
Divine agency, will meet with no difficulty to invalidate every argu- 
ment which — be advanced in our of the being of a God. And he 
who denies the univerſality of Divine operation, has not, that I can 
ſee, an inch of ground left 'upon which he can conſiſtently diſpute an 

theiſt. 28 SY 
* The three following things will be granted by all judicious chriſti- 
ans, viz. That it is our duty to acknowledge the hand of God, either by 
gratitude or {:b>miſfion, in every favor we receive, and every affliction 
we ſuffer by Divine providence—that many of our favors and afflictions 
come, through the inſtrumentality of moral agents,—and that we are 
incapable of ing into the hearts. of men to determine the nature of 
their deſigus, whether good or evil. Unleſs then, we believe that the 
hearts of all men, at all times are in the hand of the Lord, and by him 
turned whitherfoever he will, muſt we not be forever at a loſs whether 
to acknowledge the hand of God or not, in the favors we receive and 
the aflictlont we ſuffer by the agency of our fellow creatures ? 


better pleaſed with what they 
with what they do © But his method of preac 


E 


Monk kovrx, it is highly important, and agreeable to 
the deſign of the miniſtry, that an Embaſſador ſhould 
preach in an intelligible manner: not merely intelligible 
to himſelf, but to theſe who hear him. This cannot 
be done, unleſs language be accommodated to the capa- 


city of the hearers. A miniſter may, with as much pro- 
priety, and as much probability of doing good; deliver 
his diſcourſes to an Engliſh audience, in Hebe, Greek 
or Latin, as in Engliſh. language, which his hearers de 
not underſtand: In either caſe he is but a Barbarian 
to thoſe who fit under his miniſtry. . He may indeed 
excite admiration, and gain the applauſe; of thoſe, 
who pay more re to. ſaund than ſenſe; and are 
be deſpiſed by all judicious perſons, who are friendly to 


the deſign of the miniſtry. And it is worthy of ſerious 
conſideration, whether ſuch a manner can be pleaſing 


to Chriſt, while it has no- tendency to, 
defign of his ſending fotth his 
Bor intelligible ' preaching 


promote the 
implies more than barely 


uſing words, with which the hearers are acquainted. 


The uſe of words is to communicate ideas. But words 
may be uſed without ideas: And this is too often the 
caſe in preaching. - No preaching can be called intel- 
ligible, unleſs ideas are thereby communicated; to the 
minds of attentive hearers. wa 
Fo preach intelligibiy, alſo implies, ſuch a plain and 
diſtinguiſhing. mode of addreſs, that hearers can tell, 
whether the preacher is ſpeaking to ſome who are pre- 
fent; or about ſome who are abſent; - The faithful 
preacher will endeavor to addreſs the hearts and 
conſciences of his hearers, in ſuch an intelligible and 
— manner, that they ſhall ſeverally feel, 
according to their reſpective characters, as David did, 


when Nathan ſaid, Thou art the man. For ir THE 


TRUMPET GIVE AN UNCERTAIN SOUND, WHO SHALL 
PREPARE HIMSELF FOR THE BATTLE 7 | 


— 
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miniſtry, it appears important, that an Embaſſador 
ſomos deliver his me 


maſt be evident to every thinkin 
that a light and ##ifling, 


perience” teſtiſy, that a ſolemn and feryent manner of 
ſpeaking; is beſt calculated to impreſs divine truths 


upon the minds of men. And let à miniſter realize the 
majeſty and glory of the 0MNIPRESERT Go, the end- 


leſs confe@uences of his preaching, as they reſpect him- 
ſelf and his hearers, the importance of the Divine in- 
tereſt ; the worth and danger 
probability of the finner's final ruin; and the uncer- 


tainty, but that the next call from God, will place him 


at the Divine tribunal, and he will not waat for motives: 
en. | 


ts exeĩte both ſolemnity and ferv 
Hoewe vk; zeal, without 


are modes in preaching, 
priety recommend. 410 


quiſite for a goſpel miniſter. ' 


Is the goſpel miniſtry, is the minifiriiafieconci. 
tion, it is obvious that an Embaſſador ſhould be one, 
who is reconciled himſelt. If the ſcriptures were ſilent 


about qualifications, this would be evident. from the 
deſign of the miniſtry. In caſe of a rebellion in civil 


* 


We may add: from the nature and deſign of the 


fages in a /olamn and fervent man- 
If thofe ſubjects, which immediately concern the 
E of Gad, the intereſt of the Divine Kingdom, and 
— of the ſouls of men do not require 
[v#emnity and fervency, there are none which do. It 
and judicious perſon, - 
or a cold and lifeleſs manner of 
preaching the goſpel, is a great offence againſt proprie- 
ty. Tt is very true, that it is the malter delivered, 
which” ought to engage the minds of hearers: And 
that they ought to — the truth with love, in what. - 
ever dreſs it may be communicated. But fact and ex · 


of the ſouls of men; the 


ledge; noiſe, without 
inſtruckion; and boiſterous addreſſes to the paſſions of 
men, while che heart and conſcience are neglected, 
which we cannot With pro 


II. We may infer the qualifications which are re- 
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rament, how abſurd it, would appear to employ 
one of the rebels, while unreconciled, as an Embaſfador. 
to reclaim others. The probability would be, that he 
would. betray his truſt, 4d do ſevenfold more miſchief 
than good. He might, from hopes of private ad- 
vantage, put on a ſhew of fidelity; but he never could 
cordially. and conſiſteniiy recommend to others, that 
which he is at heart oppoſed to himſelf. And it would. 
not be probable, thee even the appearance of fidelity 
would long continue. And if he were a very | | 
and knowing man, this would rather. increaſe than . 
diminiſh the. danger. ' Theſe obſervations are equally - 
applicable ta the goſpel miniſtry, for this alſo. is the 
miniſtry of reconciliation. _ Therefore, a heart recon- 
ciled to Divine government, is | to be conſidered as a 
qualification, abſolutely requiſite for a goſpel miniſter. | 
And a graceleſs galebrdinaſer, 1s 0 be conſidered © as a 
monſter.of inconfiſtency.: 1 lt er 
Bur a heart — to; God, is. not the enly re- 
quiſite qualification. Exery good fubject of eil 
government, is not fit to be employed as a public Em- 
baſſador. It requires a. man of genius and, knowledge ; 
and the ſame are requiſite for an Embaſfader ſor Chriſt. 
And the greater his genius, /and ithe more extenſive 
his knowledge, the better. An acquaintance with the 
learned languages, arts and ſciences, is. a deſirable at- 
tainment. But an acquaintance with the character of 
— ; the: nature of his government; the nature of 
| the nature of the controverſy; between God and. 
| 1 and the word of reconciliation, is/ablolutely eſſen- 
tial. The. goſpel. miniſter, then, muſt be a ſcribe, well 
inſtrufted unto the kingdom of heaven. . 
- He muſt alſo be: capable of communicating his 
knowledge to others. For, however much he may. 
know, he cannot be profitable: as an — volets, 
he be opt; to aan. 


60 


Brsxpꝛs, he ſhould be a man poſſeſſed of: the virtues. 
of meekneſs, patience, Exc of » Prudence, ſobriety, boſpk. 
fality and 1 2 Each of theſe muſt appear neceſſa- 

from the deſſ 70 work; from the character of 
Eri who ſe the character of men, to 
whom he is ſent. 1 virtues ſhould all be exem- 


lified in his life and dęportment. For it will be very 
Heut for him, to make his hearers believe, that be, 
loves. thoſe things which he practically oppoſes ; 
that he views thoſe. virtues, to b very important for” 
otbers, while his daily conduct evidence that he does 
not vie y them to be important for 1m/elf. 8 
- IL, : WZ nay learn the manner in which goſpel. 
miniſters, and their meſſages, ſhould. be treated and * 
ceived.  GIvE HONOR, ro WHOM HONOR 18 -DUE, is 
law. of nature, as well as the e law of 
God. And, that: which 1 is done to an EMBASSAboR, is 
conſidered as done to the Kino, „ whom he is ſent. 
This is the caſe in civil governments, and that it is ſo 
in the divine, we are aſſured from geg. authority: For 
2 riſk, hath expreſſiy 8 to his Embaſſadors, Be 
that recei veth you You, Feaſt Re and. be that receiveth 


Me receiveth him 4 And be 7 deſprſeth you, 
deſpiſeth Me . and be that 3 abi 1 4 10 in 1 
Jens me. It is therefore eyident, that golpe Eine 


ſhould be _. With reverence. 
Aud from the deſign of their miniſtry, it ap — 
that they ſhould geared with kindneſs. Eve thing 
ſhould be treated. according to its nature: And the 
deſign of the miniſtry is a king deſign. ; Le 
-ALTROVGH Chriſt's miniſters - ſuſtain a high die, 
yet they are men. And people ſhould not Took for 
more in a miniſter, than can be found in nan. 
Ir is reaſonably, expected of all, who are friendly to 
the deſign of the miniſtry, that they will be 3 
in their prayers to God for his Embaſſadors: For their 
work is a great and difficult work, and they ſtand in 
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rament, how abſurd it, would appear to employ 

one of the rebels, while unreconciled, as an Embaſſador 
to reclaim others. » probability would be, that he 
would betray his truſt, and do ſeyenfold more miſchief 
than good. He might, from hopes of private ad- 
vantage, put on a ſhew of fidelity ; but he never could 
bores. 5 and con/iſtently recommend to others, that 
which he is at heart oppoſed to himſelf, And it would. 
not be probable, nn even the appearance of fidelity 
would long continue. And if he were a very learned 
and knowing man, this would rather er than 
diminiſh the. danger. Theſe obſervations are equally 
applicable ta the goſpel miniſtry, for this alſo is the 
miniſtry of reconciliation. Therefore, a heart recon- 
ciled to Divine government, is to be conſidered as a 
qualification, abſolutely requiſite for a goſpel miniſter. 
And a graceleſs babe ati de conſidered & as a, 
manſten of inconſiſleu . 5 f 0 
Bur a heart reconciled. to God. is. at the only re- 
quiſite qualification. - Eyery - good ſubje&t- of Civil: 
gavernment,: is not fit to be employed as a public Em- 
baſſador. It requires a man of genius and. knowledge ; 
and the ſame are requiſite ſor an Embaſſador for Chriſt. 
And the greater his genius, and.ſthe more extenſive 
his — — the better. An acquaintance with the 
learned languages, arts and ſciences, is a deſirable at- 
tainment. But an acquaintance with the character of 
— ; the: nature. of His government; the nature of 
; the nature of the controverſy; between God and. 
| — and the word of reconciliation, is abiolutely eſſen- 
tial. The. goſpel, miniſter; then, muſt be a cih, well 
inſtrufted unto the kingdom of heaven. 0 
- He muſt alſo be: capable of communicating his 
knowledge to others. For, however much he may. 
know, he cannot be proficable: as an infirufoc wack 

he be apt; to ih 
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" Bz$1DEs, he. ſhould be a man poſſeſſed of: the virtues. 


of meekneſs, patience, Wnt » prudence, ſobriety, hoſpt- 


fality and 1 Each o theſe muſt appear neceſſa- 
from the de 8 work; from the character of 
Chriſt, who ſenc and the character of men, to 


whom he is ſen e virtues ſhould, all be exem- 
lified in his 1 e and d eportment., For it will be very 
Siffcule & for him, to make his hearers believe, that be 


ves. thoſe, things which he Feb ber oppoſes; 


el bers, while his daily conduct evidences that he does 
not viey them to be Erste. for him/elf. | 
2 III. W. Fate learn the manner in which . goſpel. 
miniſters, 8 heir meſſages, ſhould be treated and * 
ceived. GIVE HONOR, ro WHOM: HONOR 18: Dux, is 

law of nature, as well as the revealed law of 


God... And, that which is done to an Emsassabor, is 


- 


conſidered as done to the Kino,. by whom he is ſent. 


This is the caſe. in civil governments, and that it is ſo 
in the divipe, e are aſſured from d. authori 3 
briſk, hath expreſſiy l to his Embaſſa 
that recei vetb you, fecriuetb nie; and be that,recerveth 
me, receiueth him at, ſent nie. Aud! be 50 Geſpiſeth ; uu, 
deſpiſeth me 5 aud be V, 4c 90 Ur. ah; DP bim that 
Jent me. It 1s, Oe eyident, that'golpe Eider 
ſhould be treated with reuer ene. 
deſign of their miniſtry, it a 


Ad from t = 

chat zhey ſhould, treated with kindneſs. Eve 

ſhould. be treated. according to its nature: 5 the, 

deſign of the miniſtry is a kind deſign. © 5 
"ALTHOUGH. Chriſt's miniſters "IR a hig Nolde, 

yet they are men. And people ſhould' not {+ ng for 


more in a miniſter, - than can be found in nan. 

Ir is reaſonably. expected of all, who are friendly to 
the deſign of the miniſtry, that they will be abundant 
in their prayers to, God for his Embaſſadors : For their 
work is a great and difficult work, and they ſtand in 


at he. views thoſe virtues, to be very important = 


— r * 


ſhould be a mater to which they ſhould particelar) 


for oxen ? Or ſaith he it altogethey 
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ſpeciaf need of Divine affiſtance. And all their focceſs 
depends upon the bleſſing of God. 2 
be the city, the 9 — waketh, but in vain. 

AnD as a minifter is, m-2 or leſs 
dependent on his hearers for temporal Ubpert, 


attend. Prefitably to preach the polpel, uires mut 
* and it cannot be reafonably ex — 
ary caſes, a miniſter will be * table to 4 
ane 4 0 he be, in a conſiderable meaſore, freed 
Thoſe who, in a bene- 
volent — 5. Jntribube 0 the neceffities of their 
miniſter, may expect, if he be_a man, that the. 
happy fruits of their generofty will returning weekly 
into their own boſoms. But thoſe who are ne mb va] 
may expect to fare as covetous and igno 
who by bulf keeping their cattle, loſe the 9 both of 
labor and It is written, alt not muzzle 
the ox that — aut the corn. Doth God take care 
Ar our fakes ? For 
our fakes no doubt, ſays the wy now And he The further 
adds upon the ſame. ſubje&, let him that. is taught in 
the word, communicate to bim, that: teacbeth in all good 
things. Be not deceived :, God is not mocked : That which 
4 man ſoweth, that 277 by alſo rep. He that foweth\. 
to bis fleſp, ſhall 2 of the br. here pj ; and be that” 


weib to the ſpiri LAT 7 the 2 7 life everlaſting, 


In the light t Am 1 may ee 4 
fffcien reaſon Dn y the Preache 
ibn reſpect to ut . in which goſpel. meſ- 
fig es ſhould be received ; this alſo may be learnt from 
— deſign of the miniftry.: For meſſages fhould be re- 
2 Ti tempers correſpondent to their nature and 
It is theteſore evident, that goſpel meffages 
Mou d be received in a friendly, N humble, 
chankful and joyful manner. 


N 
Ix duly hearing the goſpel preached, is implied an 
openneſs to — and a deſire to know the alas 
ſtate of the ſoul. And people ſhould be much u 
their guard, left they be offended at the truth: by 
truth is precious, and it will either raiſe the foul to 
heaven, or fink it deep in hell. 

Prop ' ſhould take heed now they hear, and wRar 
they hear: And hear in a diſtinguiſhing manner, for 
good miniſters may communicate fome errors; and 
there are ſuch creatures as Wolves in Sbeep's clothing, 
good diſcourfes may contain ſome groſs errors; and 


bad diſcourſes may contain ſome important truths. The 


whole ſhould be tried by the unerring ſtandard, the 
N ſhould be ee recereed, and the chaff re- 
J 

A. ſalemm and _——_— manner of hearing, is alſo very 
becomin and very t. For God is preſent as 
a Witneſs and he i is jealow fo for his name; hearers muſt 
„„ ; what they hear will be to 

them _ of life unto liſe, or of death unto death. 

AN diced manner of hearing, is alſo very 
N For prejudice does by the 2 of the 
goſpel, much as the 3 by Chriſt; firſt it dlind- 
Folds and then ſays, prop 

FINALLY a diſpoſition to reduce good inſtruction to 
practice. This all muſt grant, is not only important, 
but eſſential 40 a right manner of hearing meſſages from 
God: For they are not the bearers of he word, but the 
daers thereof, who are juſtified and bleſſed. 
Oruns inferences — be drawn and illuſtrated ; 
but ſome addreſſes, correſpondent to the preſent oc- 
caſion, demand the remainder of our time. 

REVEREND FATHERS AND BRETH REN, 

As we are eſpecially concerned in the application and 
improvement of this ſubject, permit me, with becoming 
deterence, to propoſe a few enquiries for our conſciences 
to anſwer on this ſolemn occaſion. 


— 
= „ aw — r r — 6 4.0 > 


(24 ) 


 Havs we in reality viewed and treated the goſpel 
"miniſtry, as the miniſtry of reconciliation'? Did we 
enter upon the work, from love to God's injured 
character, and compaſſion for the ſouls of men? And 
has our pfeaching been ende, to the deſign 
of the miniſtry ? 
Have bur hearers a ine in their own n chat 
we have faithfully pleaded the cauſe of God ? that the 
divine character and government have been truly diſ- 
played and vindicated? and that the ſinner's guilt, 
IM-deſert and danger have been fairly ſet before him ? 
Do they know that, if our 8 be true, all men 
by nature are really enemies to God, and that, as ſuch, 
they are expoſed to endleſs ruin? Or have we pro- 
| rebel ſmoothe things, flattered the ſinner's pride, and 
eft our hearers in the ee both as to God's character 
and their own ? 
Have we (prope 
R 


rly illuſtrated the grace of God 
through the GnZar RIDEMEX ? Or are our hearers 
ſtill in ignorance reſpeRisg the goſpel, whether it be 
of grace or of debt? Have we preached with that clear- 
neſs, that our hekrers are acquainted with the nature of 
reconciliation; and the real difference between the ſaint 
and the ſinner ? Or do we make little or no difference 
between the clean and the unclean ? * 1 

Have we urged the importance of repentance, 
ugrecably to the example of Chriſt ; exhibiting the 
reat eternal inotives both of Hzavex and HEIL? Or 
ve we {ct up our owns wiſdom, in oppoſition to H1s. 
deviſed a inillder mode of enn z and winked hell 
out of fig PT 2 WH 

* fon. we enforced gobd inſtructions, by being ex- 
amples of believers, in word, in converſation, in charity, 
in ſpirit, in faith and in purity? Or have we preached 
REconciLIaT10N, and by our practice encouraged R- 
BELLION ? Let us now lien to the voice of n 
and remember that God is greater. <6 


( as } 


Ir we have been faithful Embaſſadors for Chriſt, it 


is beyond the tongue of mortals, to deſcribe the glory 
and felicity, which await us in the coming world: Bur 
if we have acted the ſelfiſh part, and ſacrificed the 
divine intereſt to our own, how ſhall we be able to 
ſtand before our Kine and our Jupdg f How can we 
eſcape, or how can we endure the curſe of the Lord, 
for doing his work deceitfully ? 
DAR BROTHER, | | 
Tov are about to receive a ſolemn charge, before 
God and Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall judge the quick and 
the dead at his appearing, to perform a work, which is 


at once, the moſt difficult, and the moſt important, of 


any which ever engaged the mind of man. 

A multitude of 
care; each of whom is of more worth than all the 
treaſures of the eaſt. You are to act the part of an Em- 
baſſador for Chriſt. Your miniſtry is the miniſtry of 
reconciliation. And the conſequences of your conduct, 
as they reſpect yourſelf and your hearers, will be as 
laſting as eternity. | 

Ir you ſhould prove unfaithful, the blood of multi- 
tudes will be required at your hands, will riſe in judg- 
ment againſt you and cry for vengeance. But if you 
have undertaken this work from love to God and the 
ſouls of men, as we charitably hope; and if you ſhould 
prove faithful to your. truſt, the moſt glorious reward 
will be the fruit of your labors : You will be ante God 
a ſweet ſavor of Chriſt, in theſe who are ſaved and in 
thoſe who periſh. 
Axx you ready to cry out, who is ſufficient for theſe 
things? Liſten to the voice of the KN O- ux GRACE 18 
SUFFICIENT FOR THEE. Here then fix your truſt, gird 
up your loins and boldly plead the cauſe of God. 

Neves loſe ſight of the deſign of your miniſtry, nor 


of the importance of a faithful execution of your office, 


Let the honor of the Kino of Kings lie near your heart, 
and let every other intereſt be kept in due ſubordination 
D 


ſouls are to be committed to your 
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Ex realize that the GREAT ALL-DISCERNING J2- 
HOVAH will- be a conſtant attendant on your miniſtry; 
While in the pulpit, he will be one of your hearers. ' At 
home and abroad he will be your impartial obſerver. 
And let it be your unremitting care, ſo to preach and ſo 
to live, as to inſure his approbation. Ro 1 Herr 
Bz clothed with humility ; and ſuffer not the ap- 
plauſe, nor the reproach of men to turn you aſide from 
following the inſtructions of your King. 
Arm yourſelf with meekneſs, patience and fortitude ; 
for you may expect oppoſition, trials and conflidts. 
Lr Chriſt be your pattern in preaching and prac- 
tice. Evidence by your deportment that you are in 
reality on the Lord's fide ; that you believe the truths 
you deliver, and delight in the duties you enjoin. 
This will give you boldrieſs in ſpeaking and add weighr 
to your inſtruftions. e 7 PLAST 
Dzvore yourſelf wholly to the miniſtry. Be greatly 
acquainted with the word of reconciliatien. Be abun- 
dant in prayer for the gracious influences of the divine 
Spirit, upon yourſelf and your hearers. And let your 


profiting appear to all. 


Aup may God grant that you may be extenſively 


uſeful in life, ſublimely happy in death, and eminently 


glorious in his TEMPLE above. enn 

Tür CHURCH and CONGREGATION in this town will 
ſuffer us to ſay, that while we rejoice with you, in the 
happy proſpett of re- ſettling the goſpel miniſtry, we at 
the ſame tune beſeech you to conſider that it is the mi- 
niſtry of reconciliation. In 

Receive him, who is how to take the charge of 


your-fouls, as an Embaſſador for Chriſt. And duly to 


receive him, you muſt cordially receive the King on 
whoſe embaſſy he is ſent. | | 
ATTEND his miniſtry diligently, penitently, impar- 
tially and ſolemnly. Lay yourſelves open to convic- 
tion. Be willing to become truly acquainted with the 
Divine character, and your own hearts. Never account 


3 


him your enemy for telling you the truth. Never 
raſhly cenſure any thing he may deliver, leſt haply you 
be found fighting againſt God, and rejecting the truth, 
to the ruin of your ſo 1 uls. But, like the noble Bereans, 
ſearch the ſcriptures to ſee whether the things be ſo. . 
His uſefulneſs: depends greatly upon your treatment 
of him. Freat him then with reverence as an Eu- 
BASSADOR, and with tenderneſs, as a Man. Let his 


character be ever precious in your eſteem. In a friend- 


ly and faithful manner remind him of his faults ; and 
not ſuffer the tongue of ſlander to publiſh. them abroad. 
Strive, by kindneſs and friendſhip, to encourage his 
heart and ſtrengthen his hands: And let him daily ex- 
perience the benefit of your humble prayers. Never 
be found among the ungodly crew, who ſpend ſeven- 
fold more time and breath, in defaming their miniſters, 
than they do in praying for them. 

He is but a youth: And the diſadvantages, with re- 
ſpect to education, under which he enters upon the 
work of the miniſtry, demand both your candor and your 

indneſs. He has a mind capable of improvement; 
and it is for your intereſt to give him. opportunity for 
that purpoſe. 

Ix you ſupport him in the generous manner which you 
hank propoſed; we truſt you will receive a recompenſe of 
reward as you attend on his miniftrations : But if you 
become cold and inattentive with reſpect to-his ſupport ; 
and oblige him to leave his ſtudies to provide the neceſ- 
aries of life; you may expect that his improvements 
will be ſmall, and your profiting in rn. If you 


Jow ſparingly you will reap aiſo ſparingly. 


"CUuLTIvaTE the ſpirit of unity: For diſcord and 


animoſity tend greatly te embarraſs the mind of a mi- 


niſter and to prevent his ſucceſs. 


FreqvenTLY meditate on the ſolemn day in which 
you and your Mtn1sTeR muſt ſtand before the judgment 
ſeat of CyrisT. And let all your conduct towards him, 


be governed by a wiſe reference to the account you 


1 


muſt then give. This is wiſdom as well as duty: For duty 
here and happineſs hereafter are inſeparably connected. 
Tuis NUMEROUS ASSEMBLY vill be pleaſed to accept, 
the cloſing addreſs. | 
You are now-convened to be ſpectators of a ſolemn, 
and affecting ſcene—The ordination. of an Embaſſador 
for Chriſt to perform the miniſtry. of reconciliation. 
With what felf-abaſement ſhould we reflect onthe neceſſi- 
ty of ſuch a miniſtry 1 And with what gratitude ſhould, 
we acknowledge the grace of God in the inſtitution ! 
ReMEMBER, my fellow mortals, that ne who is now. 
22 forth his F ogy oy will one day be revealed. 
* aven in flaming fire, taking vengeance on thoſe. 
— obey not the goſpel. In that ſolemn day each mem 
ber of this aſſembly; together with a multitude which 
no man can number, will ſtand before his dread tribu- 
nal. For all who are in their graves ſball hear his vnice, 
and come forth,thoſe who have. done good to the gſurrettion 
of life, and thoſe who have done evil to the reſurretion of 
damnation. Then the goſpel trumpet will ſound no 
more; and the miniſtry of reconciliation will be at an 
end. He that is filthy will be filthy ſtill, and be that is 
holy will be holy Till. A final and endleſs: ſeparation: 
will be made between thoſe who- have embraced, and 
thoſe who have deſpiſed the meſſage of heavenly love. 
Now is your time of probation. Salvation is freely 
offered to one and to all, And the fruit and conſe- 
quence of your own choice, will be your eternal por- 
tion. He who believeth on the Son hath everlaſting life, 
and he who believeth not. the Son ſhall not ſee life, 2 50 i 
wrath of God abideth on him, 1 
Now, THEN, WE ARE EMASSADORS FOR CHRIST, AS 
THOUGH GOD DID BESEECH YOU BY US, WE PRAY vou 
IN Cnki1sT's STEAD, BE YE RECONCILED To GoD.— 
AS WORKERS TOGETHER WITH HIM, WE BESEECH YOU, 
THAT YE RECEIVE NOT THE GRACE OF GOD IN VAIN.: 


* 


"Rh 


* 


he nA. 


*r THE navenanD 
Mr. W 0 O D, of BoSCAWEN. | 


You« are naw, dear Sir, an « Ordained Miniſter of the 
gofpel, and. Paſtor of the flock of, God in this place. We, 
therefore, Charge you, before the all-ſeeing God, and 
our Lord Jeſus. Chriſt, who ſhall judge the Quick, and the 
dea d, at his appearing, and kingdom. | 

Tate heed to the 3 which you have received i in 
te Long — Give yourſelf: wholly. to this ſacred work. 

In doing which, take beed. ta thyſelf ; be blameleſs as 
the ſteward of Cad. In all things, ſhew thyſelf- a pat- 
tern of good works —in repentance —in faith—in love 
to God —to Cbriſt, and to the ſouls of men. Flee alſo 
youthful luſts, aud follow. righteouſneſs, faith, charity, 
Peat, with lem that call on the Lord, out of a pure 

cart. N 

= Take beed 70 the flock over which the Holy Ghoſt bath 
made you. an overſeer—ta feed the Church of Gad, 
which he hath purchaſed with his own blood ; feeding 
Chriſt's ſheep, and bis lambs ; not ler dinR it over God's 
heritage. 

Preach the word; be inſtant in . off ſeaſon — 
reprove—rebuke—exhort, with all long-ſuffering, and doc- 
trine, 

Watch thou in all things —endure affiitions—do the 
work of an . make 9 Proof of thy miniſtry. 


* 


— 
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Auminiſter the ſacraments of the new teſtament, to tu ch 

only as have a viſible right to the ſame, agreeably to the. 
rakes of Chrift's bouſe';, making a difference . between the 
precious and the vile. 
e your influence to maintain a firif and holy diſci- 
pline in the Church of Chriſt ; for, as he, who bath call- 
ed us, is holy, ſo it ecometh his profeſſed followers to be 
holy as he is holy, in all manner of converſation and god- 
Iineſs. 

Take heed to your dofrineurher- it be ſound ſpeech, 
which cannot be condemned : For this purpoſe, take the 
ſacred Oracles for your guide—give attendance to read- 
ing - meditation and prayer; that your profiting may ap- 
pear to all, and you be a happy inſtrument of Javing 
both yourſelf, and them who hear you. 

Keep in view, dear Sir, that von are to watch for ſouls, 
as one who muſt give account. Be faithful unto death, 
and y ou ſhall receive a crown F life. 

Should you be called, with others, to commit this office 
to any man, remember the caution of the Apoſtle, lay 
hands ſuddenly on no man. Keep thyſelf pure, by com- 
mitting the ſame to faithful men, who are able to teach 
others. * 

And now, dear Sir, go forth in the name of the Kin 
of Kings. Take to yourſelf the whole armour of God: 
Endure hardneſs, as a good ſoldier of Fe eſus Chriſt. F505 
the good fight of faith. TI on this gracious promiſe 0 of 
your Divine Maſter —Lo | am with you alway, even 
do che end of the world. Se | 


A M E N. 
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Richr-uinp of FELLOWSHIP, 


_ BY THE REVEREND 


Mr. CHURCH, of Cameron, 


—— . Oo - 


aw © . 
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I HE Goſpel lays a glorious foundation for a moſt 
refined and exalted friendſhip. A friendſhip, which af- 
fects the whole univerſe of intelligences. For it has 
been the great object of Divine attention from eternity. 
It excites, at once, the wonder and delight of angels 
and ſaints in heaven the envy and rage of devils— the 
contempt and ridicule of infidels - the vain boaſt of 
hypocrites, and falſe profeſſors— and the humble joy 
and moſt pleaſing hopes of all the benevolent friends of 
Zion. 5 

Tux kind and condeſcending Prince of Peace, in 


carrying into execution the purpoſes of his rich grace 


and mercy, has commiſſioned embaſſadors from among 
men, to preach the glad tidings of peace to a rebel 
world - to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the o- 
pening of the priſon to thoſe who are bound. That 
*thoſe who are enemies to God, and his kingdom, 
through the alienation of their hearts, may return to a 


"ſtate of friendly ſubjection to his government. And 


that thoſe who are enemies to one another, through di- 
vers Juſts and pleaſures which they are ſerving, or ſepa- 


rate ſelfiſh intereſts, which they are purſuing, may cor- 


Aially unite in that harmony of intereſt and affec- 


(34) 

tion, which conſtitutes the happineſs of moral beings: 
In a word. The great object of their embaſſy is, to 
promote, agrecably to the abilities with which they are 
endowed—the authority with which they are inveſted 
and the rules by which they are inſtructed the moſt 
pure, perfect, and permanent FRIBNDSHIP,——For it is 
the miniſtry of reconciliatin. 3 ' 

Bur all do not comply with the propoſals of peace. 
The friends of Chriſt, therefore, have ever had, and are 
ever to expect, in this militant ſtate, enemies from earth 
and hell, to oppoſe the friendly deſigns of their glori- 
ous Maſter. It therefore becomes Chriſt's embaſla- 
dors, in a ſpecial manner, to join hand in hand, as hum- 
ble inſtruments, fellow-laborers, and determined ſoldi- 
ers, to carty into execution theſe benevolent deſigns of 
their exalted King. | * 

GtvixG the Right-hand, has been, perhaps, in all 
ages, a token of friendſhip among men. It is, indeed, 
a token which, in the common uſe of it, is often a 
mere empty, unmeaning ceremony. But, as it is adop- 
red by the Holy Ghoſt, in reference to the miniſterial 
work, it is a token full of important meaning, pleaſing 
to the friends of Zion, but terrible ts ber enemies, as an 
army with banners. For, giving the Right-hand in this 
-public and ſolemn manner, is expreſſive of our heart: 
welcome to a fellow-laberer into Chriſt's vineyard—of 
our friendly affection, and miniſterial communion with 
each other—of our mutual dependenee, under the great 
9 of our Salvation, for friendly, goſpel aſſiſtance, 
and of our united engagements, that, however the ene- 
mies of Chriſt's kingdom, apoſtles or falſe profeſſors, 
may deſert us, or the cauſe of religion, we will ſtand by 
each other in the great and common cauſe of our glo- 
rious Lord and Maſter. ; 

Wirz this view, by the deſire, and in the name of 
this eccleſiaſtical Council, I give you, dear Sir, THE 
RIGHT HAND. | 


- 48:3 


Wr congratulate you, on your dedication of your- 
ſelf to this great and good work. We bid you a hear- 
ty welcome into the vineyard of Chriſt. We cheerfully 
acknowledge you as a brother and fellow-laborer in the 


. goſpel: And we hereby ſolemnly pledge our covenant 


and ordination-yows, to afford you all reaſonable goſpel- 
aſſiſtance, .jn miniſterial and chriſtian communion, if 
you continue to walk in the faith and order of the goſ- 
pel—and we expect the ſame from you. | 
May we ever walk hand in hand, in the ſelf-deny- 
ing, but pleaſant paths of goſpel-duty. 

W with you much of the preſence of our glorious 
Lord and Maſter. In all the trying ſcenes - 266-2 
which you may be called to paſs, may you ever find his 
grace ſufficient for you. 

Max you enjoy an early and glorious harveſt of ſouls 
1n this place. And may you be happily inſtrumental, 
not only in this place, but wherever God, in his provi- 
dence, may call your labors, of turning many to righte- 
ouſneſs ; that when you have finiſhed your courſe,” and 
fulfilled your miniſtry, you may ſhine as the brightneſs 
of the firmament, and as the ſtars forever and ever. 
We would alſo congratulate this Church of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, on the preſent joyful occaſion. May this 
day's ſolemnity ever be matter of grateful reflection to 

ou. 0 
5 Wos hope and truſt, the Paſtor whom we have ſeen 
placed over you, is a merciful grant of Him, who, 
when he aſcended on high, received gifts for men. 
Loxno may he ſhine, illuminated by the Father of 

Lights, in this golden candleſtick ; and you have rea- 
ſon to rejoice in his light. May the great Head of di- 
vine influences, ſhed abroad his love in your hearts in 
copious effuſioas. May you ever experience how good 
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( 34 ) 
and how pleaſant it is, for brethren to dwell together in 
unity. 

AnD may the God of peace, who brought again 
from the dead our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that great Shep- 
herd of the ſheep, through the blood of the everlaſt- 
ing covenant, make you perfect in every good work to 


do his will ; working in you that which 1s well pleaſing 
in his ſight, through Jeſus Chriſt, to whom be glory 


for ever and ever. 


A M E N. 
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